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Maiden Voyage

Stephan Jaklitsch interprets an East Coast

paradigm for Marc Jacobs’ first

West Coast shop on Maiden Lane in San Francisco.

INTERIOR DESIGN

MaRC JAOoss’ SPECIAL BRAND OF luxury—

breery and discreet—is deservedly renowned
in the fashion demimonde. Transcending the
s kabel

legions of fans, seemingly immune 10

peovn /daweritown fashion divide

stickershock prices, clamoring for 16ply

cashmere sweaters, Jacobs” status on the fuh-

bon and celel

ity cireuits, along with his
IVMH (Louis Vuitton Moét Hennessy)
alliassce, proved natural cabyss for opening
independent stores. The first freestanding

mise staff

with fuurmiture by Christian Lisgre, opened in
+ Soho garage in lower Mankhattan in

on the agenda came a par of
ark on Bleccker
Street and one in San Francisco—slated for

shops—anather in New

cous - development. The fashion

v and his partner Robert Dutly, pres-

dent of Marc Jacobs Intermational, commis-

siomed Stephan Jakditseh to take charge of the
1 work with Liaigre on

architecture and ag

the furnishings
The idea behine the Hstrated West Goast

installation was simple enough: Take the

store's prototypical icons and tansport -+

Htight: Men's ane women s sctors, each exruprying
he selling space, e divided by a con
vl seating grous resspsed of fierniture designed
dy Chistian Linig.
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them. Jaklitsch thus redterated an established
vocabulary of white walls, ebonired Aooring,

rolling rack fixtures, and focal wood wall
“We wanted,” he
loft o 125 Maiden Lane,” where neighbors
include il Sander and Chanel,

In acddition to the charm of Maiden Lane,

the site's existing aributes streng
East Coast/ West Coast connection. Mast im-

portant were sheer size and volume. With a

rectangular conf]

iguration of 3,000 s, fi
{1,800 sq. fi. devoted 10 selling space) and an
18-fi-high ceiling, the San Francisco bocation
possessed certain characteristics in keeping
with New York’s loft vernacular. In addition,

already tended to
hie
He had demolished an ungainly mermnine

the building’s owner ha
some of the site's more

am with the

and leveled the store 10 con

ition. The

street’s notorious sloping o

property was delivered ready for Jakdisch's
clearcut solution

The architect began at the Fagade by
adding a new griddded storefront of black-
palsited steel and dark gray wood on a base of
honed black granite, “This is one of the fow
1see all the

spaces on the sreet whe
way through to the rear. The grid humanizes
the scale and relates back to the r

garage door of Mercer Street,” Jaklitsch says
of the treatment.

He made his sccomd significant msove at

the rear elevation with a wood wall capped by

a steel and etched ghss clerestory 10 recall

the skylight of the carlier New York installs.

thon. Drplight helps draw stention o the
focal wall below, excented here in walnut,
which separates a trio of generous dresing

rooams the selling floor.

The store’s apen expanse has roughly hal

s area devoted i«

halfto men's. In b
stabnless-steel rolling racks for ha

ments and white

quered shehing—backlic
with fhsorescent strips and divided with -+

Opponite: The walmt jocal wall, below a steed and

ctched gl clevestory, frrmis thare drevsing rooms
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blocks ¢
goods. Additional fixnere options inchude a
tiered maple platform at the front window
wall, the central cash/wrap station with

walnut—for acoessories and folded

ghassed-in display boxes, and a few steel,
gl /maple vitrines encasing Individual
s as i they were precious jewels.

Chiristic aigre's furniture, entirely sim-
patico with the Jacobs acuhetic, comprises

settees of cream leather on sieel frames, wal-
st coffee tables, and benches upholstered
in pale blue leather. Alllend a relaxing quali-
ty toan otherwise austere interi

Ligghting sources are basically hidden Brom

view. Jaklitsch installed two floating ceiling
d

lamps are con

panels 1o anchor a mix of incandescent a

Muorescent sources; ol

cealed within the building’s strocture and

Integrated into the shebving

“Quiet luxury” is Duffy's description of
Mare Jacobs—baoth the merchandise amd the
retuil environments, 1sa phrsse we've heand
often, but in this case, we're ot a Jos for 3
maore apt altermative. In Jaklitch’s words, the
profect was “more about evolution than cre-

ating an image from scrich.” Eight morths
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in completion, including offices and an alter-

ations arca below grade, the installadon i a

precursor 10 a worldwide expansion pro-

gram. The next openting i slated for Bosie

sibees are being se in Paris and Japan as

swell. Steplian faklitsch sheares eredit with peo-

Jjeet manager Sascha b and design
e ¥

Chan. Brand+Allen, the bocal architect, was

wopline

team members Takeshi Kamiya

represented by prineip
Harredson, Nichol Long,

Above and appoite: A gridded stomefront i “ap-
frogicate to the rhthe of the street™ and filters
storethrvnugh viesen, Thereel platform is of muple.
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